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Rudy Lubov 
 
Raised by Holocaust survivors, Rudy grew up with a 
heightened sensitivity to the lives of the oppressed. Her 
parents had lost their families and possessions when they 
arrived on U.S. shores, so when the civil rights movement 
came to Chicago in the 1960’s, Rudy felt that “her story was 
allied with the struggle of Blacks.”  
 
In 1962, Rudy recalled, hers was among the first Jewish 
families in Evanston, but her Jewish identify had already been 
shaped by a left-leaning alternative Jewish Folk School her 
parents had sent her to.  It was there where she learned some 
of the humanist ethics that informed her social activism. And 
from then on, she “wanted to do something relevant and 
important.” 

 
As a student at UW-Madison in the mid-60’s, Rudy Joined CORE and hung out with an 
integrated crowd, but when the black power movement surged, white students were no longer 
welcome. Undeterred, she responded in 1965 to an ad for civil rights volunteers during 
summer break. She applied and was accepted, perhaps because the position required excellent 
interviewing skills – a skill set Rudy had developed while working for her mom, a market 
researcher who trained interviewers. With the other college recruits, Rudy went door-to-door 
asking people to sign the pledge to practice fair housing and engaging them in conversation. A 
few years later, she had her head bashed by police at the Chicago Democratic Convention.  
 
Rudy’s parents supported her activism, telling her, “If this is what you believe, you’d better do 
something about it.” And Rudy dedicated her professional career of forty-plus years to “doing 
something about it.”  She’s been a teacher, a librarian, a principal, a principal mentor, and the 
Director of Literacy for CPS.  Bolstering literacy education in the poorest schools, she has held 
fast to the ideals she cultivated in the 60’s. 
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