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Nina Raskin 
 
Nina and her husband moved to Evanston from New York City in 1957 
when her husband got an appointment at Northwestern University. 
They were drawn to the beautiful old trees and the diverse community 
but quickly became aware of the blatant segregation. Blacks had to sit 
in a specific section at the movie theater, and they had to go to a 
completely separate hospital. When Nina shopped with her friend 
Dorothy, she noticed Dorothy was often questioned about why she, a 
white woman, had a bi-racial daughter. 
 
When Nina’s brother-in-law moved to Evanston, one landlord told 

him, “Mr. Raskin, don’t worry. There are no Hebrews here,” clearly unaware that the Raskins were 
Jewish. When Nina and her husband decided to buy a home, their realtor steered them away from 
northwest Evanston saying, “You wouldn’t be happy here.” 
 
These experiences motivated Nina to join the League of Women Voters with some like-minded 
friends. They took on conservation, housing, zoning – what Nina calls “the concrete aspects of the 
community”. 
 
In 1963 she and others formed North Evanston Neighbors with the objective of promoting 
integration in housing and overcoming housing discrimination. 
 
When Nina and her friend Helen Widen heard Dr. King’s nationally televised call to bear witness to 
the events in Selma, they decided to take the train to Alabama and do just that. Their friend Gracie 
Mertz had a bigger idea, and they chartered a bus. On a cold March morning in 1965, as the busload 
of young women gathered to leave, their husbands and small children said their goodbyes, and 
some women from a local black church came to wish them well and bring them chicken for the trip.  
 
The women didn’t want to “look like hippies,” so they were dressed in suits and heels as they 
waited to march, often sinking into the mud. When they reached Montgomery they were far from 
Dr. King, but there was “a great feeling of the importance of being there.” At a rest stop in 
Birmingham on the way home, they encountered state troopers who made them line up against a 
wall. Nina says, “They were nasty.  They did nothing to us, but it was demonstration of this terrible 
attitudinal difference that existed in the South.” 
 
For Nina, Dr. King’s speech on Winnetka Village Green was just one in a long string of activities. She 
remembers it as a “beautiful, positive experience – one additional step in sensitizing and 
dramatizing shortcomings in our own community, and that there’s still much work to be done.” 
 
Nina and her husband moved from Evanston to Glencoe in 1977. After her husband died she 
returned to Evanston and now lives in the very northwest neighborhood where they were told long 
ago that they wouldn’t be happy. 
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