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Dora DuPont Williams 
 
Dora’s daughters -- Eve Noonan, Ann Jennett, Dora 
Keller, and Susan Lenfestey --remember their mother as 
an energetic, spirited civil rights activist able to work 
back room deals to negotiate human rights as well as 
march tirelessly for justice.  The daughters note that in 
1965 their daily lives were “steeped in talk “of the North 
Shore Summer Project, fair housing, and the rally with 
MLK.   They even recall some of the hate mail their 
mother received after that speech on the Green, 
including one that threatened her: 

 
  Mrs. Williams – You would do us all a big favor if you’d just  
  move out of Winnetka to the west side of Chicago.  We wouldn’t  
  miss you at all. . . . May God have mercy on your soul.  If you have 
   so much leisure time, put it to good use instead of causing your  
  neighbors trouble.  The white boys are dying for their country  
  while the negroes are demonstrating. WAKE UP SISTER! 

 
Whether joining in early civil rights marches in the south --  including a stint in jail in 
Albany, GA --, marching in the streets of Cicero, or working to end discriminatory housing 
practices through the North Shore Summer Project she helped organize, Dora worked 
tirelessly “to bend the arc of the moral universe towards justice! “  The younger daughters 
marched with their parents from Selma to Montgomery, but all of them observed Dora’s 
courageous activism on the North Shore, where she not only protested discriminatory real 
estate practices but also, through complex strategems, helped the Calhoun family to 
become the first African-American homebuyers in Kenilworth. 
 
As one daughter observed, her mother’s pursuit of justice was driven not by a mission to 
create more diversity for their kids’ cultural enrichment but to end discrimination and 
provide equal opportunities for all who sought them. Long before the civil rights movement 
touched the North Shore, Dora was known for her principled and compassionate treatment 
of others, seen as an “ally” by the less fortunate, one of whom wrote her seeking a donation 
toward a  “negro hospital” for black residents of Glencoe. 
 
It’s not surprising, then, that Dora and Lynn Williams’ daughters are seen as allies as well, 
carrying on their parents’ legacy by helping teens access good jobs, by developing 
sustainable land projects, and by monitoring cases of family and sexual violence in the 
justice system.  “We were lucky ducks to have her as our mother.” 
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